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King's first sign of open displeasure, the blow
should fall. For upon Henry, entirely and only,
his doom must depend. It was a terrible nemesis
for putting his trust in princes; and his dying
words, like those of Strafford, record that he re-
cognised the fact. The King had now loaded him
with blame-partly, no doubt, because he had
procrastinated, but Henry was so utterly sunk
beneath the influence of Anne that there can be
little doubt that her shrewd woman's insight saw
through the Cardinal's alliance with herself and
that she had persuaded the King that Wolsey was
on the side of the Pope.

The time had come when Wolsey would have
to make a choice between his two masters-the
King and the Pope; and there can be little doubt
which he would have chosen, on grounds of con-
science and ambition alike. For Wolsey, unlike
the King, could never have envisaged England
without the authority of the Pope. Like most of
the high ecclesiastics of his day, he did not so much
favour the mediaeval policy as take it for granted.
Even when all Europe was tottering on the edge
of a revolutionary precipice, he saw nothing but
the glory which had been, and he strove his
hardest to preserve what unity remained. Now
the storm was about to break over him. He must
have spent the days of the King's displeasure as
one in a bad dream. For the first time his self-im-
posed isolation got hold of him, and he knew that
if the King turned against him finally there was